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City’s

worst parking blackspot
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A study by a groundbreaking public
journalism project has revealed the
worst place to park in Birmingham.
And it emerged that Birmingham City
Council is currently handing out about

200 tickets a day more on average than”

at the same time last year.

Alum Rock Road in Washwood Heath,
a suburban artery leading towards the
centre of the city, saw almost 4,000 tick-
ets handed out in the last year alone,
making its two-mile stretch the most
ticketed street in the city.

And figures revealed by the Help Me
Investigate project show the date, time,
location and infraction for every one of
the 135,656 parking tickets handed out
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by officials working for Birmingham

City Council between April 2008 and -

April 2009, the last full year of figures
available.

Apart from tickets handed out in
multi-storey car parks, the most ticketed
streets in the city were, unsurprisingly,
the crowded city centre streets.

The ten most ticketed streets in Bir-
mingham for the year were:
¢ Alum Rock Road, Washwood Heath
(3,995)

» Stratford Road, Sparkhill (2,418)

e Corporation Street, city centre
(1,748)

* Alcester Road, Moseley (1,545)

* Waterloo Street, city centre (1,455)
* High Street, Harborne (1,391)

* Gas Street, city centre (1,083)

* Whittall Street, city centre (1,022)
e St Paul’s square, Jewellery Quarter
(1,008)

* Dean Street, city centre (978)

Alum Rock Road has been a problem
area for parking for years. It has various
parking restrictions in place to try to
prevent traffic congestion blocking up
the flow of cars in and out of the city.

As long ago as 2005 the council had
identified the road as a potential parking
trouble spot, and had two full-time
parking attendants working with the

police patrolling the area between 8am -

and 6pm to try to keep traffic flowing
along the busy street.

After a confrontation with the owners

of one car who got in and refused to get
out while the car was being towed away
in 2005,the council released a statement
saying: “The council receives numerous
complaints with regard to illegal parking
in Alum Rock Road from the public, the
police and various bus and haulage
companies: Buses are frequently re-
routed due to the congestion problems
caused in this road due to inconsiderate
and illegal parking.

“The road fronts a very busy shopping
area and the pavements outside of these
retail premises are quite narrow. It is,
therefore, important thatillegally parked
vehicles do not block the footpaths or
endanger pedestrians and other road

»

users.

During the year covered by the figures
released, the average number of tickets
handed out per day went from about 280
in April 2008 to nearly 500 in April this
year, a rise the council put down to a
change in the law and the way it had
been enforced. R
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After seeing the 2008-09 figures a  on the first section of Alum Rock Road
spokeswoman said: “Large sections of  which resulted in parking restrictions
Alum Rock Road were unenforceable  on this section of road being enforced.”
from late 2007 until early in 2009 due to Regarding the rise in tickets handed
poorly maintained linesand signs, miss-  out, she said there were a number of
ing road markings and incorrect Traffic ~ reasons why the figure had gone up.

Regulation Orders. Therefore only a  These included the introduction of the

small section of Alum Rock Road and - Traffic Management Act 2004 in April
this year, which required the introduc-
tion of new software, and retraining of
parking staff.

nn W:mmmmﬂm There was also a high turnover of staff
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caused in this road ' disruption to staffing levels. i

i I The figures on parking tickets in Bir--
QCQ .ﬂo _Boo_am_ﬂ.m rate mingham were obtained by a Freedom
and illegal parking of Information request by the Help Me
3 Investigate team. Help Me Investigate is

a project set up by a group of Birming-
ham-based academics, journalists and
programmers that encourages people to
getinvolved in journalistic investigations.

Freedom of Information specialist
Heather Brooke obtained the figures
from Birmingham City Council, and the
data was collated and sorted by Help Me

Washwood Heath Road was patrolled by
Civil Enforcement Officers. In February
2009 all the lines were refreshed and
necessary remedial work carried out,
allowing enforcement to take place.
“Alum Rock is subject to regeneration
and a new traffic scheme was introduced

‘Help Me Investigate s a website setup to allow anyone to start investigations or help
Wwithones thatarealreadymunning: =0 B e :
~ Byjoining the Site, Uisers can pose questions they want to find the answers to, or suggest
-topics thatneed looking into. They can also look at the investigations that are already 1 ,
- Thesite hasjournalists, academics and members of the publicworking together to 7y
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